From: Stephanie Fritts [mailto:sfritts@co.pacific.wa.us]

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2011 11:06 AM

To: wa9ll@yahoogroups.com; 911coordinators@yahoogroups.com

Cc: amccormick@spokanecounty.org; bflynn@motorola.com; Laura.Caster@co.snohomish.wa.us;
debw@co.skagit.wa.us; Jackie Jones; Jason Storts; Jean Nealy; Jim Quackenbush;
k.seeley@tcomm911.org; keith.flewelling@clark.wa.gov; kbostrom@norcom.org;
massel@co.cowlitz.wa.us; Lora Ueland; LorleeMizell ; marlys.davis@kingcounty.gov;
McCaughan.K@portseattle.org; Millie Tirapelle; pfouts@gh911.org; Richard Kirton; Rose Parr; Scott
Sigmon; smullen@norcom.org; Steve Reinke; tlenk@co.pierce.wa.us; Tobes2us@comcast.net;
Tobyg@valleycom.org; vaboyd@co.garfield.wa.us; wellsd@co.cowlitz.wa.us; wwantlan@ci.yakima.wa.us
Subject: Department of Revenue Letter re: Prepaid Wireless

Good Morning,

As you are likely aware, the WA State Supreme Court ruled in the case of WA Dept of Revenue v.
Tracfone, that prepaid wireless service providers are obligated to remit wireless E911 excise fees. You
may also know that the wireless service providers worked last spring to craft legislation that provided
for a procedure/system to meet this requirement. The wireless service providers were unsuccessful in
passing this legislation and currently no procedure exists that your legislative committee is aware of.

In fact, there is no prerequisite that legislation be passed providing a procedure for the collection of
prepaid wireless excise tax. Dept of Revenue has the ability to establish procedure without direction
from the legislature given the court’s decision. It is the position of the Legislative Committee that in the
current budgetary time, it would be in the best interest of local jurisdictions to encourage DOR to
expedite this process and not wait for legislation. We currently do not know which wireless service
providers are remitting tax and which are not, and suspect there is potential for increased revenue once
a procedure is implemented.

The Legislative Committee has drafted a model letter that is available for use in crafting a letter from
your agency/department/jurisdiction requesting that DOR establish and implement procedure or state
their intent in respect to the issue as soon as possible. Our belief is that if DOR knows that there is
interest at the county level, they will move forward more quickly.

Your help in encouraging DOR to address this concern is appreciated!

Stepham’e Fritts

Pacific County E911 & Emergency Mgmt
PO Box 27

South Bend, WA 98586

(360) 875-9340

For current information on weather, disasters, and more...
Visit the PCEMA BLOG, or Facebook page. And followtsunamisteph on Twitter!

Text "follow PCEOCNews" to 40404 to receive mobile updates from the Pacific County EOC during disasters


http://www.pcema.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pcema
http://www.twitter.com/tsunamisteph

